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other species of Homo and instated to dif'tVieiit paits oi the woild at dilTeieui times.
Paleolithie societies did the same. Neolithic societies ceikuniy overlapped in time with
paleolithic societies, and holh with urban eivili/ations. Ilmnankimrs passage tocivili-
zation began at different times in different parts of the world, as illustrated in Figure
1.1. Similarly, Figure 1.3 tries to make it clear that while some societies and cultures
have succeeded one another in the ordei indicated, folk societies, traditional civiliza-
tion, and modern civilisation all coexist today.
Ten thousand years ago all of the ten million human beings on earth were
hunters and gatherers. Today there exist only a few, perhaps a quarter of a million
people, who live substantially as the original hunting peoples did.i;   During the past
five thousand years the vast majority of mankind came to live in some form of
pastoral, peasant farming, or preiiulustrial urban society. Today, peihaps two-thirds of
mankind's 3/2 billion people (predominantly in Asia, Africa, and Latin America) still
live in societies that have been shaped by the traditional forms of agrarianate civiliza-
tion that stemmed from the original agricultural and urban revolutions. Perhaps a third
of mankind (predominantly in luirope, North America, Russia, and Japan) now live in
societies that have been fundamentally affected by the modern forms of civili/ation
that arose in connection with the scientific, industrial, and demociatic revolutions
following the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. The disparities among and within
these coexisting types of traditional and modern societies have deep and pervasive
historical roots closely interwined with the development of education.
D.   THE FIRST TRANSFORMATION OF MAN: FROM
HOMINID TO HOMO KIWCANS
It took manlike creatures from a million to two million yeais to become human, that
is, to acquire the physical structure of Homo sapiens and the ability to develop a
human society and human culture. For most of that time the way of life of prolo
human groups was based upon the gathering of food by means of free-wandering,
collecting, and gathering. It can only be assumed that (licit veiy existence must have
depended in large measure upon their ability to learn from one another and to teach
their children how to find food and survive. For W pei cent of man's time on earth,
we can only infer or guess at how, why, and what it was he taught or teamed.
In general, the presumed age of man has increased as new discoveries have been
made, and Africa and Asia are now competing for the Junior of being tegarded as the
birthplace of mankind. At this writing East Africa seems to he ahead in the "age race."
Some scholars think that Pithecanthropus had essentially human characteristics as long
as 500,000 to 600,000 years ago; or it may be that "man" will eventually embrace
Australopithecine forms which seem to include Homo huhi'lis of the Olduvai (Jorge in
Tanzania (1,750,000 years old) and possibly Kanapoi hominid from the Rift Valley in
Kenya (4,000,000 years old), or even the Lothagam specimen of Northern Kenya
See Carhon S. Coon, The Hunting Peoples, Little, Brown, Boston, 1971, p. xvii. Examples are
pygmies, bushmen, hill tribes of India, Andaman Islanders, Australian aborigines, Aiaus of Japan,
Eskimos, and some Indians of North and South America.

